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Introduction 


They call NAS Miramar ‘FightOrtOWn USA', and 
With good reason. The sprawling Naval Air 
Station, some Ion mile® north of San Diega, 
California, La home base to almosi ha LI of (ho US 
Navy's carrier hghtor Squadrons. When these 
spectacular F-14 Tomcats aren't deployed at sea 
on then aircraft earners, they're flying daily OUl 
of Miramar, practising fleet manoeuvres defence 
over the Pacific Ocean or yanking and banking 
m mock dogfights over the nearby desert. The 
traffic pattern around Mirnmar comes to life in 
lhe pre-dawn darkness, and things seldom quiet 
back down until after midnight, 

And then there's Top Cun. The Navy Fighter 
Weapons School, begun after several dismal 
years of lacklustre dogfighnng results over the 
skies Ol North Vietnam. Is based m Hangar One 
at Miramar. The Navy's best tighter JOcks come 
lO Miramar m their F-I4s, F/A-lfls, and F-4# for a 
llghtning-pacod fiVC-Wcek course cf instruction 
designed to make ihem a quantum jump better. 
Noxi door to Top Cun is the lair of the VF IJjfi 
'B;mdus the resident bad guys, who simulate 
enemy fighter tactics in their soupod-up A 4 
Skyhawks and. since tale 1AB7, in the all-but- 
unbeatable F-l&N Falcon. A Navy Fd4 driver 
who can handle himself m a furball with the Top 
Cun instructors and the professional Comers of 
VF-iEfi can probably do it right against any 
aerial threat in the world. 

The base regulars are joined Oh the runways 
by scores of visitors every day. The Miramar 
squadrons Iqve to mix 11 Up With other fighters 
based in the American soulhwesi, and the 
friendly adversaries gather at the base for 
betore-and-after briefings. One might 400 F/A-lfl 
Hornets bom NAS LemOore and ihe Marine base 
at El Tore, Harrier jump-JOt* from the Marine 
deserf base at Yuma, Arizona, Air Force F- JSs 
and F-IS* OUI of fields ui Phoenix and Las Vegas. 


Also humming around the pattern are several 
squadrons of E-EC Hawkeyes, stately twin 
turboprop* wearing rotating 24‘foot radomes, 

Few American bases can boast this intense 
level of tactical activity, day afler day tt's a bird¬ 
watcher's dream. Let's get out on the tamp and 
see what's happening 

A word ol warning: all US military base* are 
restricted to visitors, and access to flight line* ia 
extremely dlfhcull to arrange. Our thanks to the 
public affairs office at Miramar, in the person* ol 
Ll Cmdr Ellis Wounmn and Lt Jeff Bnllon, for 
allowing us around. 

George Hall has been photographing and 
writing about American mihinry aircraft for 
twenty years, He's accumulated thousands ol 
photo hour* in over it hundred differed military 
and civilian aircraft types everything Irom 
blimps to the holiest Mach 2 fighters. His other 
books include: CV Carrier Aviation fPreELdio 
Press); USAFE: A Primer of Modern Air Conti tall 
JJj Europe iPresidio Press); fled Fj'-.rg Au Combat 
lor the Eighties f Presidio Press); AtoriJftff An; First 
fo Fight (PicSLdio Press); Top Cun; The Navy 
Fjgtirer Weapons behoof (Presidio Press); and 
Total Force: Flying wirh America's Reserve And 
Guard (Thotnasson-Gram). 

Photographs were taken exclusively with Nikon 
cameras and lenses ranging from 16 mm figheyes 
ie BOO mm telephotos. Wuh lew exceptions, the 
film of choice is Koda chrome 64 slide film. 


Right A ‘Sniffed’ E-2B Hawkeye radar-warning bird 
near Miramar's imtih gatu. Plana i* p.-mm-d m column 
el VAW-llQ, Hie wesl coast Kawkeye Replacement Ait 
Croup (ItAGi 
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Hot Hornets 


Lift L'QR fan 'Pops' Creen, y OulhluJ 
slappor of WA-3Q3. Iho Navy's bnl 
reserve squadron to check out in 
iJlu F^A-] 6 Hornet l background) 

Above A Hornet el VFA-3G3 imisi 
for ufteoli At Miramar. The OHra 
urdorwrog looks double the 
aircraft's range 















































Preceding page* A iwa-ihip cl Navy Hcrngis heads far Dws Yuma, Ariwna, 
ACM (aar eemfaot manoeuvring J range, about 125 km from MiraainaE 

This page Th& nmllla Hprn«t doubles as a arnke bomber as well is a 
superb tagtiler jurcraft Thus Navy Reearvu bird sports empty rttiihipLo^ojecfar 
bomb racks aa tt remit ns tiom a (tcwrl bombing' range 
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UAM A Htmiat plug! UltO the KO-lfi't trading fuel b&ilfaE. Tanker ImcV in 
cm the Pacific Ocean went MimnWT 

LbR Biindrtu!?w Hqiaei as Vf A-15 'ValaDju' u assigned io die air wing of Itie 
equally new nuclear carrier USS TTiccdere floorsved 


17 




Reserve Hetnew pos« beneath the reJiieLliiig mndow 


ot aii Am Fom KC-10 tanker 
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Left F/A-I8 of VTA-15 ' VaUoM (din 
wuily in military powa; bam the 

Mirutiu runway 

TJil» piny* Fk-gfctihung Her run pull's 
taaJiioiuc wfmn » 41 pulli henry 
poiilive O 14- an ACM cnqinjaitienr 
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Fmccding pagca and lh;i0 page* 

Minne C&tpi Harn.«u ol VMTA-531 
Grey Cham.', bucd ai MCAS EL 
Tore, up ihe treowiy Irani Miramar. 
Pitei. (rtgtiO pholognphod during 
hu- recent IIIM US a Tap Ghti 
itudnnl, ia Capi John 'Up*" Onrkm 









Thi* P*gn and overleaf Thu Navy'* crack High! iemanatraucin toam, live 
BLun Angela, temfctalfld in 198? ta ih« FJA-J6 Hornet afrui a dtitade of 
pftrfotniLpg in Use Unit- A'4 Sky hawk. Ttwiio *holE wens iakan *t Miramar's 
annual summer upon home and air ahow 


















A Mtnm Horntfl min !hrwgb grcw-nd dtecin at Miramar prior to a mgtii 

intercept hop 




Warim Capt Tlh* 'Tiny' Tinim (buy. eJ comae, at Ct 4 in) cha-cks hiu dummy 
Sidewinder ljefgrn m dawn lniincti 










































































■Above Cmhan-conlract mechanics- service the Falcons of the Top Cun action] 
and o( tho VF'126 'Siuuiii*'. Mnanwr's rortdonl aggressor squadron 

Left and overleaf Top Cun dogfrgtiluig nuemo Ted 'Pyre' Hendricks hiu 
up and heads for live Yuma range., there to make mincemeat d! a hapless 
studcW 
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Thi* page Admurr F-36 » ]ctned by « Hug* F-H 
Tojtica! lac the euiuomduy Landing ■bruat' ovpi iha 
Miramaj- nrp.wjy The Fflfcon u T’iOI all that nlfiAJi. U’j 
the Tflmcai thai'i eiiormoui 






Aggressor F-5s 

HigWy-mgsidod f-SE Ti^n me now being reined at 
Miramar u tbm w* F-l$Ns anrtVQ. Those Top Cun 
bndH, done up in various Middin- Ewieni and Warsaw 
Pact camouflage schemes, will relocate la die tasi- 
growing U»vj 1 Air Si a lion at Fallon, Nevada 
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Mongoose 

Ufl Top Cun fl-4 got* off Tot 

■nnqiisi go-aitimid when a large 
transport lb slow m clearing Ihe 
idhg nwiw*jr 

Right LCDK Roger 'Muff' 

BadianraH, adrocurj A4 pilot wilh 
Miramar'* Kmhivq Comer 
squadron. VC-13 


below A Navy jet pilot's Ant earner 
landings will bn made in a T-3 
tuckuye trainer (ioragfound). Urn 
student will then transition to the 
much hotter A-< Sfcyhawt 
(background) tor the rentiincte r nl 
his advanced jet training 




















The VP-126 'bundin' operate inaon; 
OHO- and two^aosl A‘4 5kytnwlr* m 
well u lencrr-limh I’-J tN Felconi 
















































Betow ind ti^hl Tap Gun and VF- 
126 A-4s us among the oldest jets 
Hi the enlue Navy invenlory They 
are b*4J[tfu|ty mAintnwitd diME|ule 
their age, bui ihey reqtme huge 
amounts of maintenance to keep 
thorn Dporatfunal in the Mmh ACM 
enviMiuntm 


















































Tomcat 






















TJU* paqr Tnmot of l)w Mimhi't RopUconuc^i Au 
Group, ot RAC. Hio unit which trtini brand-now to' 
pikrt* m iht intncKm ot th#> F-14 

Mght and «T«rl*iJ F-HA Twnal ot Mirinui 
♦qurtilron VF-LB4 'Gunhghtfim wom Ihe crowd n Hi 
Mtrwur open houi* Nam ditto i on ponlKnu cut Ihe 
Tomcai * v»iwble fjeorwiiry wuiqi 
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Thwfl pages, and 

lullowitig pages F-14 Tcrtncftl til V}' 
302 photographed below the boom 
opnmior"a window oi a KC-IO 
Extender tinkor 
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Top photoi Toinni of the VF -124 
RAG p^HitQd up (especially for 1h« 
L&6V air show lour. Mkiaui ls 
known ihroughowt American naval 
aViAELOfi ,La Tig hire lawn USA" 

Left RAC Tomcat piodcccja toweb- 
nnrt-fjo landing in the background 
oa an out <omi F j H nwaitf its Top 
Gun e undent new 


Oppsiifr below and left 

Em peccub I o F-U at a oat co.ibi 
difuiidion VF-84 'Jolly Roger*' 
parked on the Top Gun nwtksnt 
tamp. Zero-zero. or 'double nuts 
dBSLgruiiofs, op MU, indicants thai 
tbu M the aircriii of i her CAmvr't 
chsof pilot, ike Commander of ihu 
Air Group, or CAC 




















































iBKt Top Cun classes are Like a 
[ navy bgidai pilot eoirrttHitHptt, Bird 

on toll >■ from VF-41 ’Btn-ck Aces , 

{ tbo OUttH that bttgflSd Vtro Libyan 

I Fifrera 3n the Guff of Sidra. The 
when. Lull to nglii. VNO? 

I 'PwinwicftKieki' VF-33 

| *SiarfighH5Js'. W-B 4 "Jolly Kegoii" 

Main ptetu rn Typical sludent Tamp 
| daring a Top Cun elasi will sen 
I veiling birds from A* many as ton 
I dUterarti F-H, F/A-tfl, and tior a 
f short while Longerl F*4 ictuivdroiu 
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Inset Navy teamco. 
a VT- 4 I Tomat, ate 
tmmeiuie tighter 


JUjati CMS Tomcat oft ctie earner 
USS flfiiBtiM lx rc^dtvd for a wash 


Main picture Mmnwr Tomcai gets 
■ho dear-up treatment &i a vtsuirq 
Marum Carps' TA-4J Skyhawk waru 
Us turn 
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A Tomcat d one at Che long time 
rcnidopl Miramni ispindronB, tho 
W-MI ChEcfcmnt™' 























UiAve Plane- captain iidcn 1J10 
brakes as- his F-]4, freshly washed, 
n iowkI bide to ihc Top Gun 
rndfiiit line 


Left Two Skyhawk paints g[ the W- 
326 "Bandits' walk in aiier a from oi 
dOgfjglitijig. Nolo mock Solnirt 

insignia on then blue flight sums 


03 













'jgl 



































This pig e .Detailed, bi lefuigs tanijng ovor on hour 
precede virtually every EAenotl flight out of Miramar 
VF-302 skipper CDR Jehu Ed 'Tiger' Kerr, right., is in 
charge 


High! AH flying Navy personnel axe required Eg 
undergo twc days of gruelling water survival training 
every three years. Thu helicopter crewman u doing 
tua requisite 15 mittUlM of ‘drown-proefing’, or 
trending water* in lull flight gear. Try it iomotimel 
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Rcieivm LCDK G*&r.§* Kenan tu.na. 
two manufacturing bus in cues in San 
Oetgo a* Wi?U as flying HjVfiral mriw 
a week wsth W-302 ’StaLlion*' 



























Top Carvsd-vrHid logs of Itio Nary 
fighter Weapotia School Top 
Cun—shwwH a Commie MiG-SI in 
dowp Sqm chi 

Middle Seated in 

Diaharfa Top Gun F-5C m Alt Force 
Cap I Joe Lewtn r. gne*t Irtfinnchir on 
the Top Cun faculty 

Bottom vr-jSeikippei Tiger’ Kett 
about to t»*t out 

Far left A trio oE AIM-7 Sparrow 
radar-gvndcd air-to-air miawt™ 
being Loaded onto a Miramar F-H 
Eor a live nhogl over the PnCihC 
suiasile range 
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A twp-rtup dE VF-302 Touumu, 9)i4oit 
eASily away Irom Miramar. Th* 
back iealfl a squadron Qigjh.1 
luignjgri Ccranio 'Dec" Ward, a 
Viemauv vei or the roar cockpit 
ihc Phantom 
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High! tomeati rntitei Ehoir huge 
wire's (upward as they pull am a£ 
flic landing faic.-ilc g««i iho Miramar 
runway 

Bdiaw Conlwl pasmona in the 
TACTS tfftkJef ai Hirarp.LT Dogfights 
aitoT Iho Yuma range can be 
obflfrt Yed tn rofll time or taped Eor 
later debriefing on the colom 
dpplayi 









Bi.’low C1ei«-up of ihc TACTS 
dinpl.iy BiTds I -rnirl 2 arc about to 
O.'iSI imaSl k- fl-JidMi cm the: 
deflpcrratcly-turnicig No 3. Hu: ;hoy ‘d 
benet |j-ay dEEunUoh In No 4, 
sneaking m low over ifci-o Chocolate 
fcfolWlEtita*! 









Sp.iicd A- mt-:*- ai: mjssLk- l* firfcti at a pilotl*^* drone over 1hr> 
Pricihc Ocean west of Mip.irr.aT Showier in a Toircal of VT-S02 'SiaUioni' 













H*in pdeluxe Muinur'! e!tu)T 
tccumis njtde from the facilities. u« 
tho Ci UUUiuih E- 2 C HawJtL’Ve 
£iLrbCnnn 64fjp-ipanuiig emit Tkw 
bmi lifling eft an attached 1o VAW- 
l L4 'Hoi me] Kawgt' 

This picture Mutunat T muesli uup 
in!Q a per I net *G bjtiak of 91 Iho 
eurner US CofutlcllalKm 
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On the boat 


Oa the boat Model biidders lovt lll« VF-23 
tj«]MCFn\ e Tomcat iqiudien ihn an by ihe 

iinge maUi te the eld- taihitmed ih iny enamel paint 
This bL-nuiirul specimen Is circling ns heme away Hem 
home. die USS Cana reJJunon 
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Uft floscrvo HanvoU. and a lone ftbo-fe Kamel dnvai abcni ia get 

A-j Ceiaau, receive tuu hand the ride al tui liln aboard Jiuiger 

signals aboard USE Rnaqci 

Sc-lovr Ketnei aieritia down ihc part 
bow cal of Ranger, hi* wingnnan in 
live uaihcard uaek will be only 
second* behind 
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Preceding pifti Mew u'a Ui« 
Niiri«]fBi dun. Nicknamed ibn 
'Harnmot', the big turboprop has a 
TCplLiatteti ter b?ung a EdT FlbJe 
hantUal btoluuI ltu» oirtar dads 


dLJfel TTvc Hawknye is Down by a 
«ew ftf iwo. white throe combai 
ceutrotter* raan <ho soopea in tuck. 
fTeot-dfltercn fighters a±e WBciored 
loward potential threat* by Uu® ! no 
of 'acepe dope*' aboard tho 
Humiaftf 
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Above A gaggle el radar and indie 
antennas die ceimirwd insult? the 
K.iivkc/u'ii rolling dome The 
tunnang iiibeme control centre can 
uaclt anything that moves. on or 
dlroVq the *B.l. Ul BOOM a rrulLion 
cvJ>ic rmL« Qi darajMCc 


Right Hoimel Kiwgi' E-2C 

approaches the boat. All Kiry pilols 
havo high regard (or Hummer 
drivers, suite die plane is udojeoua 
tor Ihree-Aiu iquirrelmm in llw 
Inndosg configuTdlion 


Ld>i page Mirim Corps' Hmerm 
F-4 Ptmnlom blasls out of Miramar 
itno a maichless facdlc tonsoi 
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Osprey’s new SUPERB ASE series takes 
the enthusiast behind the scenes on the 
world's major airbases. This up-front series 
features spectacular; exclusive colour 
photography from aviation’s camera sharp¬ 
shooters. U you want to get inside the 
perimeter fence to see today’s combat aircraft 
in their natural habitat, the SUPERB ASE 
series is literally where it's at. Here's what’s 
happening on the Miramar ramp today.. 



Future SUPERBASE titles: 
NELMS ■ RAMSTEIN - DEC1 : 
MII£)ENHALL ■ COLD LAKE ■ EL TORO 
CHEERY POINT * EDWARDS - YUMA 


Sole disuibuiors for the USA 

(^cicf€oc^ 










